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Jakob Kern, the founder of our company received his ’

education inthe local schools of Aarau, Switzerland. In
1802 he began his journeyman’s years, working and
traveling to acquire in-depth knowledge of geodetic-
and astronomic instruments, working with leading
European manufacturers of precision instruments. He
alsa spent much time with a leading physicist by the
name of Fraunhofer, a pioneer in optics-design.

Jakob Kern returned to Aarau in 1819, a master in his
field. The same year he opened his own mechanical
workshop which soon expanded to include all types of
physical instruments. In 1824 he received his first re-
quest to build a Theodolite. The growing reputation
which he earned in his field was confirmed by Dufour
when ordering a Kern-built theodolite for Switzer-
land’s first trigonometrie survey. Mr. Dufour later be-
came commander in chief of the Swiss army.

Soon, Kern’s clientele reached beyond Swiss borders.
The advent of railroad building increased the demand
for his surveying-instruments and his workforce had
grown to 42 when he decided to build his own factory.
Operations there began in 1857, at which time two of
his sons joined the company. In 1867 Jakob Kern died
at the age of 77, leaving his successful and growing
business to his sons and with it, establishing a Trad/-
tion which carries into TODAY, when the company is
led by the fifth generation of “Kerns".

The company continued to grow in both personnel and
plant space. In the 1920's Kern started to produce its
own optical components which formed the basis for
continued developments in technological progress.
Near the end of 1935, Dr. Heinrich Wild who had left the
firm in Heerbrugg in 1932, began designing new
theodolites—the so-called “Double Circle Theodo-
lites". The exclusive rights to manufacture these new
instruments were granted to Kern & Co., Ltd., as were
all ensuing new designs of Dr, Wild. He wrote about his
relationship to Kern as follows: “"The most carefully
designed instrument is worthless if it is not manufac-
tured meticulously in accordance with its specifica-
tions, to the last detail. Fortunately, the factory of Kern
& Co., Ltd., offers the fullest possible guarantee in this
respect, for the machinery, tools and special equip-
ment of this firm meetthe most stringent requirements
of modern industrial techniques™.
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TODAY, the product line of Kern & Co., Ltd., Aarau,
Switzerland includes a complete line of integrated Sur-
veying Systems to meet the top requirements of both
the surveying profession and industry, as well as a
complete line of photogrammettic eguipment. The
Electronic Surveying Instruments introduced in 1973
are made by Kern in their own electronics department
near the site of Jakob Kern’s first factory.

TOMORROW is a challenge to Kern. It is also a chal-
lenge to YOU. Just as the 1930's brought profound
changes to better serve the profession around the
world, in the same way Kern is responding in the
1980’s. Presenting the Modular Instrument System
was a first step. The introduction of Data Colfection
Peripherals and the all new Electronic Theodolite is
now at hand. Much of it may be integrated right into
your present system.

Over a century and a half of progress and reliability is
culminated by more than 130 sales and service offices
Around The World. Kern is looking forward to serve
YOU now and in the future . ..




























































